Sermon: The Spirit trims for growth. Holy Trinity June 15th
Acts 2:14-20, John 16:12-15.

Let us pray: Holy Trinity, Creator of the universe, thank you that you came in Jesus
redeeming the world. You came at Pentecost Holy Spirit joy divine and you keep coming to
our hearts. Guide us into your way of truth every day. Amen

Introduction: During winter Mother Nature takes a rest. The rhythm of life changes with
the Spring Season and new growth sprouts in unexpected places. Yes! Spring is the season
that brings new growth from dead and dried twigs. Yes! It is the season for scattering seeds
and waiting for growth. Waiting is the most difficult challenge. Scripture helps us to hear
God’s promise for renewal, revival, new growth and change to the human spirit.

Recently, Ken and [ made a short road trip to the village of Bayfield, Bluewater County. Our
friend Bonnie took us on a tour around the quaint little village before we settled in at “The
Little Inn” for the night. Bonnie told us about the strong winds of a storm that caused
tremendous damage to the Weeping Willow tree, once a tourist attraction on the Main
Street. Bonnie added that the village hoped the tree would grow again. The story caught my
attention. Later that day I went for a walk and took a photo of what remained of the
Weeping Willow tree stump. The photo was not a sermon thought but reflecting on this
week’s text [ am convinced that the Spirit stirred me to take the photo. In my preparation I
quote:

“After consideration of the report and review of the options the village council
recommended the Tree Services to remove the limbs and pollard the tree. Pollarding is a
pruning technique used to remove unwanted branches to promote new growth while
reducing weight and stress on the limbs. It is an intentional process to preserve the tree in
a safe and manageable form. [t means ongoing necessary maintenance and annual
trimming to ensure public safety.”

“We appreciate the community continued interest and care for this well-known and much
loved feature of the Bayfield heritage streetscape.” (The Municipality of Bluewater May 22nd
2025) I paraphrased this quote.

This image of the Weeping Willow tree stump helps to illustrate the work of the Holy
Trinity, in the person named the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the One who sanctifies and
cleanses the heart. With the Spring Season comes Pentecost season. (The birthday of the
church) Pentecost is the coming of the Holy Spirit to the church. The Spirit empowers,
equips and sanctifies the church-people of God. “The Holy Spirit will guide us. We are to
trust and obey, there is no other way.” John 16: V. 13.

The Body of Christ has the most powerful gift to do this ministry-the Spirit. It is the Spirit
who guides and gives growth. Growth of any kind takes time and comes into different ways
especially when that growth is from God. God’s growth is steadfastly profound; built on the
foundation of Jesus Christ. But like the Weeping Willow tree the church also faces the



challenge of storms. These are diverse strong winds that create havoc and destruction
within the church. When the Body of Christ is caught in such storms she feels or even looks
like the Weeping Willow tree stump.

Within the church well-loved relationships are broken, even divorces happen. We know
when those relationships are torn by bitterness, disagreements, anger and pain, assumed
power or abuse of power position to control and lack of accountability or just have it my
way; then growth of any kind becomes stagnated, muted, polluted, withered and dead. The
image of a distressed tree stump catches our attention, and we ponder. What's next? The
church drifts away or withered while conversations go in different directions. The focus
moves away from Jesus to who belong in and who belong out.

The human spirit is broken and in solitude we long to find Jesus. [ make this confession
because we know in our hearts the Spirit reveals the truth. How can I fix it?

Churches can be small in number and full of exuberance, joy divine, overflowing with love,
laughter, a fun place to look forward to hearing something from God, caring for one
another, learning in community, praying together, singing and dancing, fellowship and
sharing; all of these and more are making a difference for the community. What seed brings
growth? (Next slide - Holy Spirit)

We are here to plant seeds of the Spirit. But first the Spirit is trimming old attitudes,
speaking new vocabulary to express love for Jesus and neighbour with songs and prayers.
We can change attitudes from death/small/few- to new-life in the Spirit. We can focus less
on counting numbers and yearn for life and resurrection. We do not want to disrupt the
work of the Spirit and hinder growth. The Spirit equips us to speak words to give life and
encourage hope. Leave the miracle of growth to the Spirit. Cleaning up the garden is also a
time for the Spirit to do some earnest trimming to the body of Christ.

Allow the Spirit to trim off the dry, withered, and dead twigs that are choking the human
spirit. In this way we create new space for growth to happen. This is an intentional process,
and it starts with each one of us. The miracle of growth is happening in God’s perfect time.
The Spirit is unpredictable and creative with nature, change and the human spirit.

Pentecost Spirit is the real power! The Spirit breathes life-giving sustenance for
spiritual growth. We do not possess the Spirit by our deeds or language, or position,
money or other means. The Spirit is the one who embodies us and lives in us. The Spirit is
constantly stirring and nudging us towards God’s ways. Our task is to let the Spirit guide us
to plant the seeds of hope and love through faithful witness to the community.

But waiting for growth means resilience to negativity, necessary spiritual maintenance and
annual trimming for the purpose of the church. It means perseverance for growing together
with a deep spirituality through community fellowship and worship. It means connecting
with the public for justice. The Spirit offers new growth in unexpected places, sometimes in
places where we fear to go. The Spirit leads among people we do not want to relate with
and opens doors. The Spirit knows the depths of our heart and the intents of the heart. The
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Spirit has the final say to this community. Let us intentionally allow for the Spirit to do the
trimming so that new growth may flourish in unexpected places.

Change has to be intentional; you want growth open wide your doors. Break off dry twigs.
Engage the process of pollarding. Trust that the Spirit is working. Listen, pray and hope
that you will grow.

While we are waiting patiently hear God’s promise:

“We appreciate the community continued interest and care for this well-known and much-
loved feature of the Bolton United Church; its heritage and powerful presence of Creator
Spirit and Creating God on Nancy streetscape.” (Modified quote for the context)

As people of faith, we walk humbly with God. We breathe the Spirit of new life and go out to
make a difference. Amen

Rev. Margaret MacDonald
Bolton United Church



