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 September 04, 2022 

REALITY CHECK 

 

Luke 14: 25-33 

I can well understand if your reaction to today’s reading from Luke 14 is: “Seriously?”  

It is a difficult passage to wrap one’s mind around. It is one of those passages that we find 

difficult to process and equally difficult to accept with all of its language of hating and sacrifice 

and cross-bearing and counting the cost. At a time when we have so many options for spending 

our Sunday mornings, and when the in-thing is to make church involvement as easy and 

comfortable and enjoyable as possible, who wants to hear about making sacrifices, counting 

costs, and taking up a cross? Yet that is what Jesus sets out for those who want to follow him. 

There comes a time in the life of every individual, group, organization, or institution, when it is 

necessary to tell it like it is, to give the straight talk, and Jesus certainly was not one to shy away 

from that. But the interesting thing about him is that he did it, not when he had no choice but to 

do so, not when problems arose, not when things were going off track; he always did it upfront 

so that no one can, later on, say: “I did not sign up for this”. No one can ever say that they were 

misled by Jesus about what following him involves.   

Luke tells us that large crowds were travelling with Jesus - he had become popular. He was 

doing all sorts of nice things – healing the sick, feeding the hungry, comforting the sorrowful; the 

sort of thing that would naturally attract people. But I wonder if Jesus sensed that some of that 

popularity stemmed from people misunderstanding him and what he was about, so he needed to 

set the record straight. 

Rather than cozying up to the crowd as we would have been inclined to do, Jesus turned and said 

to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and 

follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

Jesus made it clear that following him is a costly affair; it could turn your beloved family against 

you, and it might require a break with those whom you love. He is not saying that is what will 

happen or that such is a good thing - some badge of honour to be worn proudly; what he’s doing 

is emphasizing the seriousness and importance of the commitment that discipleship requires, so 

we should know what we are getting ourselves into. 

How stupid it would be for a king to go to war without some understanding of what it would take 

to defeat the enemy. How dumb it would be to start a large building project without doing a 

sufficient estimate of what would be needed to complete it. 

Count the cost, Jesus urges, be really sure that you want to walk the way I am walking. 
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What was Jesus thinking!? That’s a sure way to lose followers. But Jesus obviously wasn’t 

concerned about that. Whenever Jesus presents the call and the claims of the Gospel, he is 

always totally honest. He never attempts to sugar-coat it.  He never tries to bribe us with the offer 

of an easy self-gratifying engagement; he never seeks to attract us with the promise of a smooth 

way; he tells it as it is.   

That is because Jesus’ primary concern has always been to present the Gospel faithfully and 

honestly; to bring about change - not cosmetic but transformative change to people and society. 

And Jesus knows that the claims that the Gospel makes upon our lives are not always easy or 

popular. 

That goes against the grain of our culture, doesn’t it? We are taught that success is measured by 

how comfortable we are and by how much we can acquire for ourselves. And sadly, the modern 

church has adopted some of that very attitude. So churches are advertised as places offering all 

kinds of fringe benefits to their members. As a consequence, many people go shopping for the 

church that offers them the most. 

Let’s face it; we have grown accustomed to an easy Christianity, a non-demanding church 

involvement, or what German Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer calls cheap grace. Cheap grace, 

he says, is “Grace sold on the market like cheap goods. The sacraments, forgiveness of sin, and 

other benefits of the faith are bargained away at cut prices ….. Cheap grace is the preaching of 

forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion 

without confession, church membership without discipleship. And I would add, it is faith without 

works. 

Many have come to understand the Christian faith as primarily offering advice and techniques 

for successful living, so that we can obtain whatever it is we think we need and must have.  

“You have doubts? Come to a safe place to share your doubts and have your questions respected. 

Anxious and fearful about the future, come and hear how to heal your anxiety. Feeling down? 

Come and receive a nice motivational talk. Struggling financially? Come and learn how you can 

prosper. Lonely? You will find that we are the friendliest church in town.” 

All that may be true and good, but it’s not all there is to discipleship and community. Here Jesus 

is giving us a full picture of what discipleship involves, highlighting not just the benefits of 

following him but the demands. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever 

does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

It is an uncomfortable passage but one that makes me wonder whether we have missed 

something essential about the Christian faith. 

God, through Christ, offers us grace and salvation, but then what? Do we really believe that the 

assurance of salvation and a comfortable life is all that there is to the Christian faith?  
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Does Christianity have nothing more to contribute to the world and the way we live our lives?    

It most certainly does! 

Christianity is not simply a path to an easy and comfortable life for oneself, as many would like 

to believe; it is a way of life that is patterned after Christ – a way of thinking and acting that is 

not driven by one’s narrow self-interest but by a desire to make life better for all. Something that 

requires commitment and sacrifice. 

That is why this passage - this difficult and demanding passage - has so much to offer. Because 

in this part of the story, Jesus asks his disciples both then and now to sacrifice. This is why we 

are asked to count the cost - because discipleship – following Jesus, has a cost; it makes demands 

of us; it demands our commitment in every way – time, talent, resources.  

I know that the notion of commitment and sacrifice has become something of a taboo in our 

culture of easy convenience and instant gratification, but our commitment and sacrifice highlight 

the things that are of importance to us – the things that mean a lot to us. So essentially, Jesus is 

asking that we look at our lives and ask ourselves how important our faith is to us. How 

important is discipleship to us? Important enough for us to commit ourselves – our time, talent, 

and resources to live into the discipleship that grace makes possible? 

Like anything that is of great importance, discipleship requires commitment and sacrifice. That’s 

the reality! Are you in? 

 

Rev. Sydney Elias 

   

 


